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carved kajawa1 from Ahmadpur in Jhang.   In the
courtyard was a hand-pump, the first I have seen in a
zemindar's house.   Here they have suddenly become
the fashion, and in the last two years are said to have
spread all over the district.   As they can be had for
Rs.32 and a water-carrier has to be given eight maunds
of wheat a year, they soon pay their cost.
Pardah      Being a man of substance, the owner kept his women
in pardah.  The less substantial make their wives help
them in their work. The maulvi, who was present, said
that this was a great error, but admitted there was no
custom of pardah.   'It is not in our power,' said one
peasant; *we are too poor.'  Though the maulvi declared
that pardah was enjoined by the Koran, he did not know
where this was written.  'This, however, I know: the
wives of the Prophet, on whom be peace, kept pardah,
and they are the mothers of the Muslemin.   Others
therefore must keep it too/ 'But how about the wives
who helped the wounded on the field of battle ?' asked
a Muhammadan member of my staff.2   'They broke
pardah under compulsion (majburi se),y was the reply.
As for the Amir, who was mentioned, he had committed
an error, and rebellion had come.

Three persons in the village, which was not a wealthy
one, had paid the zakdt last year, one of them the
maulvi's own father. I asked if they all had a pir.
'Without a pir, a man is nothing,* said some one.3 But
their pir did not give them charms: 'that is a thing for
children; instead he utters prayers.' These Jats do not

1 See p. 228 n.

* The reference is to the battles of Uhd, Ahzab, and Khaibar. At Uhd the

Prophet was accompanied by his wife, Hazrat Aisha, his aunt, Safiah, and

two other women, who gave the wounded water and bandaged their wounds.

Another woman, Um-I-Amara, took part in the battle and at a critical

moment helped to defend the Prophet himself.  A woman also fought at

Ahzab; and at Khaibar the Prophet was accompanied by his wife, Um-i-

Salma, and other women who tended the wounded (Sirat-ul-Nabt, pp. 441

and 443).

3 Cf. *To be without a pir and mir (mirasi) is practically to be an outcast*.

{Mutton Gasa^ 1924, p, 120).